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National Regulation 11.1 
 
Subject: Teaching Young Americans about America 
 
References: National By-Laws 8.2.1 
         National Regulation 8.2.1 
 
1. PURPOSE: This National Regulation is intended to provide guidelines and procedures for planning 
and providing scholarships for Teaching Young Americans about America through the Youth 
Leadership Conference (YLC) program is the program of greatest future import to our Nation. 
 
2. BACKGROUND: 
 

a. General: All Chapters are encouraged to support programs that develop true patriotism and 
Americanism throughout the nation, in general, and the YLC program, in particular. The YLC 
is a one or multi-day conference of high school age youth designed to inspire better 
understanding of the American spirit by focusing on such topics as civil rights and civic 
responsibilities, citizenship, public policy, entrepreneurship, self-development and leadership, 
salient aspects of American history, Americanism, patriotism, the free enterprise system, the 
U.S. Constitution etc. All YLC curriculums are approved by the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals. In general there are two types of YLC: (1) regional YLCs co-
sponsored by the National Sojourners, Inc. (NSI) and Military Order of World Wars (MOWW) 
and (2) the annual Spirit of America YLC at Freedoms Foundation — Valley Forge (FFVF). 
 
b. Student Qualification and Preferences: Students selected for YLC scholarships should be 
outstanding young Americans who exhibit strong leadership traits along with a strong interest 
in our nation and service toward mankind and have demonstrated exceptional levels of 
scholastic achievement. Typical sources of students include family members, neighbors and 
friends, local high school students, JROTC cadets, Boy and Girl Scouts and Masonic youth. 
Members of Masonic youth groups should be given preference for available scholarships. So 
that the students selected will be available after their return home to share their learning 
experience with their peers and sponsoring organization, selected students must be either rising 
sophomores or juniors. 

 
3. PROCEDURES: 
 

a. Planning a Chapter’s Participation. The time to begin a chapter’s planning to award one or 
more YLC scholarships is NOW! It is suggested that planning begin no later than September 
annually to insure success in sending one or more students to a YLC the following spring or 
summer. Sojourner Chapters should follow the five simple steps below to insure success: 

(1) STEP 1: First, make a chapter commitment to participate in the program and send 
one or more youth to a YLC, This KEY step.  The chapter must first establish a goal to 
participate and do it early enough to allow time to work the details… 



(2) STEP 2: Second, appoint a chapter chair or committee to make it happen. The 
chapter chairman or committee will be responsible to the chapter President or Americanism 
Committee Chairman to follow through on the commitment, raise the funds, identify the 
students and make the requisite arrangements. The goal is to inform the National Americanism 
Chairman by the Mid-Winter Meeting of plans to send students to Regional YLCs and/or the 
FFVF YLC. See paragraphs 3.c and 3.d for additional planning information for the Regional 
YLC and FFVF YLC, respectively. 

(3) STEP 3: Third, raise the funds. Raising the requisite funds can be done easily with 
an early start.. See paragraph 4, FUNDING. 

(4) STEP 4: Fourth, identify and select the students. Chapters have used many 
approaches to identify worthy students and extend to them a YLC scholarship opportunity. 
Some award scholarships on a first-come, first-serve basis to student candidates selected from 
the family or friends of Masons. Masonic youth, local high school students recommended by 
Principals or Guidance Counselors, JROTC students recommended by their instructors, Boy 
and Girl Scouts who have achieved the rank of Eagle Scout or Gold Award , respectively etc. 
are good candidates. Others have used the annual National Sojourner Essay Contest to 
competitively select candidates. Regardless of the selection method used, many of America’s 
youth are worthy of our consideration. 

(5) STEP 5: Finally, reap Master’s Wages. Join with your chapter members in 
celebrating the successful accomplishment of that part of our purposes focused on 
“…developing true Patriotism and Americanism throughout the Nation…” by having reached 
out to one or more young Americans and providing them an opportunity to attend a regional 
YLC or America’s premier school for citizenship education, Freedoms Foundation at Valley 
Forge. It is strongly suggested that the chapter invite all students who have completed the YLC 
Program to a chapter meeting to give a report on their experiences. 
 
b. Quotas. Quotas may be in effect for certain YLCs and shall be managed in accordance with 
the following procedures: 

(1) Regional YLCs. For regional YLCs, the Area and Regional Representatives shall 
serve as the Americanism Coordinators for their areas and regions. The Area and Regional 
Representatives will work with the chapter Americanism Committees to establish procedures 
for selecting individuals and will determine the number of individuals each chapter may 
sponsor. 

(2) FFVF YLC. The Chairman of the National Americanism Committee will coordinate 
quotas applicable to participation in the FFVF YLC with the Area and Regional 
Representatives as may be required. 
 
c. Regional YLCs Planning Information. For joint NSI/MOWW regional YLCs, locate the 
regional YLC of interest on the MOWW website (www.militaryorder.net/2006%20PEC.htm) 
and contact the listed Course Director. 
 
d. FFVF YLC Planning Information. For the FFVF Spirit of America Youth Conference visit 
the Members Dashboard on the SOJOURNERS ONLY area of the NSI website 
(www.nationalsojourners.org) and click on the Americanism tab. 
 
e. Chaperones and Counselors Assistants. Chaperones and Counselor Assistants for YLCs are 
always needed. Ask your Regional Course director or the National Americanism Chairman for 



the FFVF YLC if your chapter can assist by providing a Chaperone(s) or Counselors 
Assistant(s). The goal is a chaperone/student ratio of 1:8. 
 
f. Youth Protection Training and Certification. Consult the National Americanism Chairman 
for mandatory Youth Protection training and certification prerequisites for National Sojourners 
and other adult volunteers who may serve as Chaperones, Counselor Assistants, or drivers as 
part of the chapters support for any YLC program. 
 
g. Additional Assistance. If you require additional assistance in planning and providing YLC 
scholarships, please contact the Chairman of the National Americanism Committee. 

 
4. FUNDING. 
 

a. General: Scholarships will generally cover costs for room, board, materials and 
transportation.  In many cases, chapters also include a small stipend for incidentals. 
b. Raising Funds. Typical fund raising alternatives have included one or more of the following: 

(1) calling on the chapter membership for a $25 donation to the chapter’s youth 
education fund; (2) seeking Blue Lodge support for full or partial scholarships for local 
Masonic youth; (3) approaching local civic groups and corporations for support, etc. Some 
chapters have also been successful in obtaining matching grants of up to $1000 from local 
Wal-Mart Stores. Consult the following website 
(http://walmartstores.com/CommunityGiving/8916.aspx) for details and note that Wal-Mart 
requires that such gifts be processed through a 501(c) (3) such as Spirit of America Education 
Foundation (SOAEF). Donors who desire to provide scholarships or partial scholarships as a 
tax-deductible gift should refer to the Spirit of America Education Foundation Fund below. 
c. Spirit of Youth Education Foundation – IRC 501(c) (3) approval pending at the IRS  
(1) FFVF YLC Partial Funding. The National Sojourners may provide funds annually from the 
Spirit of America Education Foundation to partially subsidize scholarships for youth to attend 
the Freedoms Foundation YLC. When funds are made available, the National Americanism 
Chairman will distribute funds on a pro-rata basis to all chapters sponsoring scholarships for 
that year or use the funds to reduce the amount of tuition for an individual scholarship. Initial 
chapter planning should be based on 
funding the entire tuition amount. 
(2) Use for Tax Deductible Donations. The Spirit of America Education Foundation is a 501(c) 
(3) fund and may be used by individuals as a means to provide a tax deductible donation to 
support either joint NSI/MOWW regional YLCs or the FFVF YLC. Note that the tax 
deductible contribution may be designated to support ANY YLC on behalf of a specified 
chapter or the contribution may be undesignated, in which case the funds will be used at the 
discretion of the National Americanism Chairman. See the contribution form (Enclosure 1). 
d. Regional Youth Leadership Conference Funding. Chapters providing scholarships for 
attendance at must provide the total amount of the funds required. 

 
5. PARTICIPATION: The YLC program represents a wonderful opportunity for Teaching Young 
Americans about America, but it will remain only an opportunity unless each National Sojourner 
chapter participates and brings it to life. Chapters are encouraged to support the National Americanism 
Committee in “Proudly Serving the Cause of Patriotism” by annually sponsoring one or more young 
Americans to improve their leadership skills and learn more about this great experiment in democracy 
that each of us has pledged to preserve, protect and defend. NOW is the time… 



 

ATTEST: 
 
 
WILLIAM R. SANNER     MERLEN F. HOWE 
National Secretary      National President 
 
Enclosure 1: Spirit of America Education Foundation Tax Deductible Contribution Form. 



Enclosure 1 
 

SPIRIT OF AMERICA EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
 

YOUTH PROGRAMS CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION FORM 
 
 

This form is to be used to make a tax-deductible contribution to SOAEF which will be used to support 
and fund scholarships for participants in National Sojourners, Inc. youth leadership programs in 
Americanism and Patriotism. This will include the Freedoms Foundation and MOWW Youth 
Leadership Programs sponsored by National Sojourners, Inc. 
 
 
Name of Donor: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip Code: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone#: _______________________ Email: ______________________________________ 
 
Primary Chapter Membership (if applicable): _________________________________________ 
 
Chapter to receive credit (if applicable): _____________________________________________ 
 
Additional Comments: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Instructions: 
 
Make check payable to Spirit of America Education Foundation. 
 
Mail check and form to Spirit of America Education Foundation, 7942R Cluny Court, Springfield, VA  
22153-2810. 
 
Revised 22 June 2012 
  


