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FROM THE PRESIDENT Good day brethren
and sisters! A simple reminder that our
February stated meeting will be held this
coming February 28, 2018.  Don’t forgot to
call sister Sandy at (619) 583-6089 or

brother Alex Manzano at (619) 938-5760 for your
dinner reservation.

I have been planning to have a guest speaker for
our stated meeting and it will happen for this month. 
The speaker for our February meeting will be the
Most Worshipful Victor O. Ortiz, Past Grand Master
(2014) of the Grand Lodge of Japan.

I also have a plan to have a couple of meetings
with our senior officers sometimes this month if time
permits, to discuss a brighter future of our chapter.

I hoped to see you all on our stated meeting to
enjoy our fellowship.

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Pepito P. Salgatar President

FROM THE CAMP COMMANDER 
Greetings to all of you! I 'm glad to be back
from an almost a month of absence. I was
able to visit my friends and relatives from
the place where I grew up. I also attended

a reunion with high school classmates and traveled
to the legendary Island of Corregidor, where General
Douglas Mc Arthur took his last stand against the
Japanese during World War Two.

It's nice to be back here in San Diego and meet old
friends and associates to again enjoy the
camaraderie of Sojourners, to continue and support
the advancement of our cause. Let's gather together
and attend our Stated Meeting on the 22nd of this
month. We will discuss about our future Bivouacs.
Brother Chris Parker is scheduled to become our
next hero, so let's support him to be one. I'm
requesting all the heroes to participate and help us to
make this effort a success.

Again, it would be nice to see our Brethren and
their ladies, and also invite your friends to join us in
our meeting and partake in our dinner.
Sincerely and Fraternally
Rodolfo R. Bautista Commander

SECRETARY’S COMMENTS Brothers,
unfortunately due to illnesses and travels,
we did not receive sufficient reservations
to meet the minimum required for our

dinner meeting in January so that meeting was
cancelled. 

Our President, Pepito Salgatar has directed our
attention to three areas emphasized by National
Sojourners. They are Americanism, the Bridge of
Light and membership. Therefore, there are no
minutes of a January meeting of the Chapter. 

I have always felt a special obligation to attend
National Sojourner meetings, because I meet with
Brothers that share not one but two ties of
fraternity. They share the bond of blue Lodge
Masonry and the bond of selfless service in the
military. Also, it is an activity I can share with my
wife. I have been attending meetings, here in San
Diego Chapter and other Chapters, since 1971. I
have always been welcome and enjoyed the
fellowship with my Brother Masons and veterans. 
I hope that I will see you at our next meeting on
February 22, 2018.

Sincerely and Fraternally,

James F Helt Secretary

ANNUAL DUES
Brothers it is time for annual dues again. You

should have received an annual dues statement
from National Headquarter in the mail. Check your
mail, if you have a dues notice then make a check
for $25.00 payable to “San Diego Chapter,
National Sojourners” and hand it to the
Secretary/Treasurer at meeting or mail it to him at
James F. Helt, 5774 Del Cerro Blvd, San Diego,
CA 92120-4514.

I recently sent some of you a reminder that I had
not yet received your dues payments. Since the
letter went out in December, I have received a few
payments. Brothers please check your mail and
email and submit your dues payments now. 

You will be suspended if dues are not received
this monthe.  Right now, no one knows but you and the

Secretary. So pay your dues! Note: A
Membership in Perpetuity (MIP) is an option!

See the Secretary.



FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
02-01-1943 CDR Harry K. KANEAKUA, USN Ret
02-04-1963 LT Domingo B. ALINIO USN
02-05-1940 CWO3 Bob CONCEPCION USN Ret
02-06-1949 LCDR Amando LASTRELLA USN Ret
02-23-1951 LtCol Charles E. OLANDER USAF Ret
02-25-1949 CPO Bruce M. SMITH USN Ret
HAPPY BIRTHDAY ALL AND BEST WISHES FOR THE COMING YEAR!

EDITOR’S NOTE: If this is wrong, please contact
me so  I can correct my database.

REGULAR MEETING

BEST WESTERN SEVEN SEAS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2018

411 Hotel Circle South

Social Hour 1715 - 1815

DINNER

BUFFET

Mixed Green Salad

Hot Rolls & Butter

Fresh Fruit

Pot Roast with Pot Roast Gravy

Roast Pork Loin

Red Potatos

Mixed Vegetables

DESSERT

Apple Pie 

Coffee, Decaf, Hot or Iced Tea

COST $27.00

VEGAN, VEGETARIAN, GLUTEN FREE OR OTHER
CHOICES FOR SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS MUST BE

REQUESTED IN ADVANCE  

For Reservations: You Must Contact Alex
Manzano by Noon, FRIDAY, 16 FEBRUARY

2018, at 619-938-5760 or by e-mail at 
amanzanopm88@aol.com

CANDLE LIGHT MEMORIAL SERVICE
Brothers, It is my sad duty to report that
Brother CDR James J. Gordon passed
away on 12 December 2017. 
Brother Gordon was a member of SD 45

since 1982 and a member of San Diego Lodge #35.
Brother Gordon was very active in the Chapter and in
National Sojourners. He served the Chapter as President
in 1994-1995 and as Camp Commandeer of Constitution
Camp from 1987-1992. He served on the national
Committee of ‘33 and received the Houghton Memorial
Award for superior accomplishment in advancing the
purpose of National Sojourners. A Candlelight Service for
Brother Gordon will be held at our February meeting.
Soft and safe to thee, my Brother, be thy resting  place

FUTURE OF SAN DIEGO #45
Brothers, a few of you have been members long

enough to remember the good times when we
regularly had 30 or more persons at a meeting, and
the not so good times in the 80's when we would
barely have enough attendance to have a meeting
and officers served several terms in office,
because there was no one to step up and take the
reins.

The President and your current officers are
working hard to find ways to make San Diego #45
an organization you want to participate in.

One idea they have is that a different meeting
night would result in more attendance. They are
considering the fourth Wednesday instead of the
fourth Thursday of the month. This may interfere
with other regularly scheduled activities of yours.
The officers need to know your feelings on a
change of meeting night. Let us know, send an
email or telephone your President, Pepito Salgatar.
His email is Pepito.Salgatar@gmail.com ad his
telephone number is (619) 267-7738.

They are also searching for alternative meeting
sites. They are searching for places with good food
at a lower price and good parking. At our next
meeting, they will discuss a possible alternative,
TITA’s II in National City. The restaurant is in a
strip mall so there is plenty of parking. Dinners
there would be cheaper than the current price.

Decisions to change the meeting night and
location can only be made with the concurrence of
a majority of the membership, they are after all,
intended to get more of you to willingly attend
meetings. 

One other thing they are trying to do is ensure
that we have a speaker or other interesting
entertainment at each meeting. With that in mind,
if you’ve heard a good speaker or enjoyed an
interesting program at one or your other activities,
let one of the officers know and perhaps we can
schedule that activity for one of our Chapter
meetings. 

MEETING SPEAKER
Our President Brother Pepito Salgatar has asked 

Most Worshipful Victor O. Ortiz PGM of the
Grand Lodge of Japan 

to join us for dinner. After dinner, Most Worshipful
Ortiz will be our speaker. We look forward to
hearing what he has to say about our fraternity.

mailto:Pepito.Salgatar@gmail.com


MISSING EMAIL ADDRESSES
I still do not have correct e-mail addresses for the

following Chapter members. 
Domingo B Alinio

Rogerio T Delatorre
Joel A Encarnacion

Dennie L Miller
Larry S Miller

Eligio D Pangilinan
Marcelo B Quintua
Thomas A Spencer

 Edward J Townsend
Rodolfo A Zapanta

Brothers if your name is on this list, I would like to
have your current email address to ensure rapid
communication of Chapter news. I would also send
the Chapter newsletter by email so that you would
get it in a more timely fashion and the Chapter could
save the mailing cost.

Simply send me an email and I’ll capture your
email address. Email to jf36helt@att.net

TEN YEARS AGO
The regular meeting of the San Diego Chapter No.
45, National Sojourners, Inc. was held at the Imperial
House Restaurant, San Diego, CA on 22 February
2007.

At 1805 hours, President Dedrick welcomed all
present, and the opening prayer was given by
Chaplain Dick Fasig.  Dinner was served to 22
members, two guests, nine wives of members and
four Honored Ladies for a total of 37. 

SOCAL Area Representative Bob Mason was
then invited to make remarks.  He congratulated
Brother Alex Manzano for having successfully
become a Hero of ’76, and invited members to attend
the SOCAL event scheduled for 31 March 2007 at
the Santa Anita race track. He then discussed
scheduled SOCAL encampments at Point Magu on
11-12 May, 2007 and at Camp Pendleton on 14-16
September 2007.

Following the prayer by Chaplain Fasig, the
Chapter was closed at 2030 hours.

FIVE YEARS AGO
The regular meeting of the San Diego Chapter

#45, National Sojourners, Inc, was held at the Best
Western, Seven Seas, San Diego, CA on 23
February 2012. With  all  officers present  except  the 
First Vice President, President  Alex Manzano
opened  the Chapter  at  1825  hours  and  welcomed 
all  present.

Dinner was then served to 19 members, 11 wives

of members, 1 Honored Lady, and five guests for
a total of thirty-six.

The President then introduced the Speaker for
the evening, CDR  Rick Jordan, USN  Ret, Senior 
Naval Science Instructor, Westview High School,
NJROTC. CDR Jordan spoke about his experience
with NJROTC at Westview High School and his
view of the JROTC program nationally. After the
speaker completed his talk, the President asked
the officers present to join him at the lectern and
then presented CDR Jordan with a special
commemorative gift.

Following the closing prayer by Chaplain Dick
Fleet, the chapter was closed at 2007 hours.

George Washington’s Birthday
 February 22nd is George Washington's

birthday. This great Mason and father of our
country has inspired Masons to regard him as an
exemplification of those virtues held dearest by our
beloved fraternity.   

George Washington became a Master Mason
in Masonic Lodge No. 4 in Fredericksburg, VA on 
August 4, 1753. He served as Master of Alexandria
Lodge No.39 in 1788 and 1789.

You may all know of his military service in the
French and Indian War where he was the hero of
the battle on Monogahela and eventually named
the Commander-in-Chief of the Virginia Regiment. 

On June 19, 1775, George Washington was
selected to lead the Continental Army and as it’s
Commander-In-Chief. Ater six years of struggle, he
managed to lead the army to key victories and
Great Britain eventually surrendered in 1781. He
resigned his commission as Commander-in-Chief
on December 23, 1783 after the war ended.

George Washington became the first President
of the United States of America. He assumed office
in 1789. He served two times as a president, with
the re-election for the second time in 1793. After
serving twice, he refused to serve a third term as
President.

As President, Washington organized the first
United States Cabinet and the Executive Branch.
He signed The Judiciary Act of 1789 establishing
the basic outline of the federal court system. He
had a major role amending the US Constitution
through the Bill Of Rights.

George Washington signed the Naval Act in
1794 to establish a permanent standing naval force
of the United States of America, which eventually
became the present-day US Navy.

mailto:jf36helt@att.net


CHAPTER OFFICERS
President, Pepito P. Salgatar (619) 267-7738
1st Vice President, Norman C. Parker (858) 699-4611
2nd Vice President, Arnel Zapata (858) 397-2950
3rd Vice President, Daniel F. Macaraeg  (858) 354-5375
Marshall, Perfecto M. Ortiz (619) 419-8565
Secretary/Treasurer, James F. Helt (619) 583-6089

CONSTITUTION CAMP
Commander, Rodolfo R. Bautista (619) 434-1511
Chief of Staff, Pepito P. Salgatar (619) 267-7738
Ast. Chief of Staff, Daniel F. Macaraeg  (858) 354-5375
Adjutant, James F. Helt (619) 583-6089

COMING EVENTS
02/22/2018 Regular Dinner Meeting
03/22/2018 Regular Dinner Meeting

PUT THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR
NOW! 

San Diego Chapter #45, National Sojourners, Inc.
LCDR James F. Helt, USN Ret.
Editor and Publisher
5774 Del Cerro Blvd.
San Diego, CA 92120-4514
jf36helt@att.net
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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